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charged it as responsible for this delicate situation, and urged
it to order the withdrawal of the ships from Tangier without
delay, or else "they will be obliged to consider themselves
prisoners of the French, English, Italian, and Portuguese
squadrons which are now stationed in that port.5*
On July 23, in the night, the Red ships abandoned
Tangier. The president of the Committee for Control now
travelled to Tetuan to urge Franco to withdraw his troops
from the border. The general answered that he was willing
to respect the rights established, but he demanded that all
should respect them on an equal basis.
Still, on several occasions Red submarines and torpedo
boats returned to Tangier to take shelter. Franco's protest
was followed up. He continued to concentrate troops on
the border. Meanwhile, he denounced the Commander-
in-Chief of Gibraltar, stating that pirate ships were being
provided with supplies and food there. On August 6, Red
ships again appeared off Tangier. General Franco answered
with a protest which was the equivalent of an ultimatum,
The International Commission demanded of the Madrid
government the immediate departure of the squadron. That
same night the ships abandoned Tangier definitely, and the
Spanish troops withdrew from the border,
With the battle of the Straits, General Franco won a
victory essential for the development of his war programme.
Master of Africa, and master of the Straits, the army, from
a strictly international aspect, was no longer in rebellion
but had virtually assumed belligerent status.
When Morocco was definitely a part of the movement
Franco had in his hands a formidable weapon, because the
possession of Morocco and the Straits was vital for Ms cause.
Through that zone Franco obtained international status.
Morocco and the Straits were his contacts with foreign
powers. Algecira,s $nd Cwta bordered on English territory"!